GEORGE THE THIRD
upon Bute's fellow-countrymen. Nor did they stop at that:
they compared the King to Edward III, his mother to Queen
Isabella, and Bute to Roger Mortimer; and they laid the lash
of their scorn unmercifully upon Dashwood and his Cider Tax.
Even though it meant breaking with old friends Wilkes was
resolved to repair his broken fortunes: it was soon made clear
that there was money in The North Briton.
Many times the King and Bute must have writhed uncomfort-
ably under Wilkes's and Churchill's abusive attacks; but they
had the good sense to ignore them; and it would have been
better for all concerned—except Wilkes—had this policy been
followed to the end. Whether it was the King or Grenville
who first suggested departing from this rule it is difficult to say.
Probably it was Grenville: knowing the character of Wilkes
and Churchill, and fearing lest their attacks on his Administration
would undermine its influence in the country to the same extent
as it had undermined Bute's Administration, he might reasonably
have resolved to call what appeared uncommonly like a huge
piece of bluff. It would not have been difficult to persuade the
King of the wisdom and expediency of such a course of action:
in fact George's chief complaint against Bute was that he shrank
from drastic action of any kind against the King's enemies, and
the knowledge that Grenville was a very different kind of person
must have pleased George tremendously.
Soon after GrenviUe's appointment as Premier Wilkes happened
to call upon Temple, whom he found discussing the political
situation with Pitt. They had before them a draft copy of the
King's Speech to be delivered at the opening of the next parliamen-
tary session: how they got it is not known; but they were
convinced, after a perusal of its contents, that there was to be
no change of policy under Grenville, and they inferred that this
was the outcome of Bute's influence with the King. Wilkes,
who had joined in the discussion, went home and composed the
famous Number XLV of The North Briton, which made its
appearance on April 23rd, four days after the opening of
Parliament. '
The contents of that number were not more libellous than
those of its predecessors; but in one place it was deliberately
insinuated that the King himself was party to a falsehood. The
Government's claim that the Peace of Hubertsberg [by which
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